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the unrivalled resolution and gallantry of Vizier Mahomed. It was the crowning act in the defence of Bhopal.
The grand attack made in the middle of December, 1813, commenced, it has been as-certained, about one and a half hour before day-break, so that the attack which lasted 18 hours embraced several hours of darkness; a period very favorable to the large force of the enemy, whose points of attack and numbers, would not be discernible; there being no moon during the night of the attack (88). The duration of the attack is very unusual in Indian warfare; and, when it is considered that the garrison were naturally reduced in physical strength from living sojbngon bad andscanty pro visions, T3y which they were less capable of such a lengthened defence, while the enemy had plenty of food, the defence is the more remarkable. There seems no doubt that the Mahrat-tahs hoped,, by continuing the attack, to wear out the garrison, and that during the darkness of night, they would be unable to prevent an entrance into the town : all these considerations, however, tend to render the defence so much the more memorable; and the result unexpected, according to all the common chances of warfare. In the two subsequent attacks in January, 1814 the enemy, when they had
(88)   By the Almanac for 1813, it appears that the last quarter of the moon was on the 14th of December, 1813.